Friday, February 17, 3006

War of words
between rival
aircraft cities

by John Le Couteur
Hecouteuribbenn co uk

THE heated row between Fliton
and the city of Welverhampton
aver which has the rght to call
itself the Home of Aerospace s
continuing unabated.

It ok off when the Moyor of
Wolverhampton, Phil Bateman, said
it would rebrand itself as the hub of
Eritnin's anra industry and repro
duce a kgo of the sogan an clvic
signs nf the gatewnys of tho city

Filton councillor Boger Huteh-
Inzom hit back, zaying the cialm was
pomipous  andd  protentlons s
passinately dofencel Filions right
b claim te he Enown as the hame of
AR POETHCE,

Today Dr Bateman todd the
Exaning Pos: “Brkted 18 o prond smi
suceessfil chy known a= macl e fis
eeilaring  expioila as [or  the
aernapace indiusiry i karbogrs.

“Bat here n Wolverhamplon we
alsn have a4 proad and dlustrions
traditbon I enginesring ond man
ufacturing ollowing the industrial
revalution af which this oren was ot
the very heart!

“Obwioesly, we do not want fo
prber nowar of words with Fristol
Bt it 150 foct that Wobserhampton is
very prowd of its preciskon enginesr-
g arl the growing repuatation of its
Eeruspare Incusiry

AL we aver wanbed o do was o
gpeak np abd speak onl Al
Wolverbamplot amd the skill of aur
workhoree and he selfesbs=m thal
we hawe in theom

“Placing zigns ot the city boumd
ary thad malute these skills really
shinald mot be: spen as snything mare
thun a signpost of aur prida

“1 am, erwever, protsl That the ity
is rlelng jre profile pot only across
this reglon boi across the natlon
This debste abwral (e pride of our
worklonee  pnlsasess  Wolverlshmp
ton s growing repatation as & cliy On
the move™

Councillor Hatehinson weleomssd
the Mavor's conelilatory meply and
bl YW are phegsed fo see he redog:
fkzes the versatiliny of the worthoree
e e apes of the Bristal reEloh.

“We  are colebeafimg the 2000
anniversary of the birth of Brimsl,
ome af the greatest engineers (BB
cotniry hips mvor seen, amd we do

recognise that they have had some
sureniss i angineering in Wolver-
hampion as weall

“Whan it comes {0 srospaon, we
have  even  ecocded the greatest
englneers o bailding mensorsbde
akrerafl Hics the Brabazon for which
Wi hod 1o Bullid one of the higgesr
Funways in the warkl

Keep your aero on

Rivalryz Visitors to tha RAF
Cosford Alr Show, near
Wolverhampion, watch a Hercules
taking off, insei loft, how tha Post
told the siory on Monday

*Conoardn s, af course, synony-
mous. with the name of Filion, and
now we are fmalved In creating the
larpas] paegsenger alrcral ever balle,
the Alfbis ASS0, ARl e rest of the
Alrbus femily We ook FErward o
peglng the endeavowrs of Wolves-
hamptod ki ieying lo calch ugp with
AT MARs e slccess in aeroapaie ™
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THE HOWE OF AEROSPACE

Controversialk
Thiz algn that may
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edlaring
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