Police are given the authority to disperse yobs in Filton

a grip

POLICE have been given the
power to clear gangs of yobs from
areas of Filton where they have
been making life a misery for
residents and shopkeapers.

Magistrates passed o court aoder
granting police the sauthority to dis
poeTEE E of youths in an ares
between Fllion Avenue and the A28

1 the junction betwoan the teoe
roads near Filion College down to the
Bristol City Cooncil boundary Ty
Monk's Park Schood.

The dispersal order has been
granted uwnder the Andi-Social
Behaviour Act 503, and 15 the Eifest
weapon being used o curh nulsance
caused By young people

Inspector Richard Corrigan, who
i5 in charge of the police's Filton
secior, said; "The Filton beat has
axperienced incressed and signifl
cant levels of anti-soclal hehavionr
and youth dizorder
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“However, one aof the most frus-
trating issues his been not being able
o move on the gronps of mainly
young people who have been gath
ering oo the streets and causing nui-
sance, Alarm and distress to the Jocal
reaidends and workers

“Even if md actually engaged in
erime, the presence of these groups is

The presence of these groups is
seen by many people in the
community as intimidating and
only reinforces their fear of crime
Inspector Richard Corrigan

seem by many people. in the com-
munity as intmidating and only
inforees their fear of crime, therehy
reducing teir qualiiy of 1ife

*] am confidemnt the disperss] order
will be effective in tacklmg thiz be-
havboair"

Filton Commsunity Safety Group
has expressed ooncern  aboul
teenagers gathering in the aren who
hiave, at times, been abusive to other
e

The group has supperted police by

New powers to get

on the gangs

providing a hand-leld vidos camers
that will ke used to record any gath-
erings or other incidents,

Safor South Gloveestershivs Com:
munity Safety and Drugs Parner
ship’s Anti-Social Behaviour Co-or-
dinwtor, Philippa Isbell, said: “Soeuth
Gloucestorshire Couneil contimaes o
support the police In their use of
dispersal orderd to tackle problems of
antl-soeial ehaviour associated with
groups of people gathering.

“The enforcement of this dispersal
order, together with a co-ordinabed
approach from Youth Services and
ather agenchkés, will belp Fillon res-
ldents o feal safer in their commu
nirg™

All streets inside the boumdary
Including Filton Aats and Elm Park
whll he coverad by the nrder

Slgns have been put up in the area
to notily residemts and young people
about the dispersal order which will
cobse into effect an Monday:




